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Å Introduction

ÅWhy address note -taking?

ÅAnd why is it so difficult?

ÅChallenges for students with disability

ÅEffective note -taking 

ÅDemonstration of Audio Notetaker

ÅCurrent impact and learner benefits

ÅQ&A



About Sonocent
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ÅEducational technology company 
founded in 2007

ÅGoal: Ɉtransforming peopleõs 

learning experience through 

universally accessible technology

ÅMulti -award winning

ÅFriendly, passionate people who 
genuinely care about helping 
people reach their potential
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Better notes lead to better grades
Titsworth, B.S. (2001). 

ɈThe highly positive relationship between 
notetaking [...] and achievement was [...] 
confirmed correlationallyɉ

Titsworth, B. S., & Kiewra, K. A. (2004).

Ɉ...accurate and complete notes are 
critical for students to be successful in 
content area classes.ɉ

Boyle, J.R. (2012)

"... if information is recorded poorly in their notes , 
students will more than likely perform poorly on tests.ɉ

Stringfellow, J.L., & Miller, S. P. (2005)
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Note -taking is a highly complex task 
placing more burden on memory and 
processing skills than playing chess 

Piolat et al., (2005).
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Additional note -taking roadblocks
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Working memory

Concentration

Sequencing

Poor Spelling

Auditory/Visual 
Difficulties

Language 
Processing

Multitasking

Anxiety
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Computer use

Oral presentation

Written course work

Written exams

Listening

Remembering facts

Concentration

Handwriting

Expressing ideas in writing

Expressing ideas orally

Time keeping

General organisation

Organising essays and reports

Punctuation

Note -taking

Spelling
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SwD really struggle with note -taking
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Note -taking is 
the biggest 
problem 
students at 
university 
with dyslexia 
feel they 
encounter*

*Webster. D.M (2016). 
Listening to the Voice of 

Dyslexic Students at a Small, 
Vocational Higher Education 

Institution to Promote 
Successful Inclusive Practice 

in the 21st Century. Journal of 
Learning and Teaching Vol. 2, 

No. 1, p78-86.

http://www.ijlt.org/uploadfile/2016/0219/20160219030900799.pdf
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ÅCapture
- Need to capture the information to later review

ÅSynthesis
- Summarising is key to learning
- Helps recall and long -term retention

ɈStudies have found that note-taking is most 
effective when notes are organized and 
transformed in some way.ɉ
Brown, C (2015). WhatɅs the best, most effective way to take notes? 
The Conversation.

Active learning , a key 
aspect of student
engagement , is

reduced when students 
are not directly 

involved in the process 
of collecting and 

sorting information for 
notes

(Brazeau, 2006)

What is effective note -taking?
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Note -taking is most effective 
when done 

independently
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Why we made Audio Notetaker!
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Create study 
resources and 
export notes

Relisten to key 
parts and 

summarize the 
information

Add slides, type 
text, organize 

audio and color 
highlight

Record audio
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Capture Annotate Review Engage

Sonocent breaks the note -taking 
process down into manageable steps
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The Sonocent workspace
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v

Sonocent Audio Notetaker 
(PC/Mac)

Sonocent Recorder 
(iOS/Android) Free Download

Major Mac 
update 

coming soon



Demonstration



What else can students do 
with Audio Notetaker?
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Record from videos or webinars & use 
Screen Capture
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Scribe: transcribe audio with Dragon
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Repurpose into study guides or assignments


