
This Could Have Been a Presentation:
Same Standards, Different Stories

The Cohort
• First-year biology unit, 

BIOL1009: From Molecules, Cells 
and Organisms

• 320 Pharmacy students

• Diverse

• Basic Biology

The Assessment
• Science Communication piece 

aimed to pharmacy patients and 
customers

• Disease and associated 
pharmaceuticals

The Choices

Enables agency, 
inclusivity, 
authentic 

assessment, and 
communication 

skills

Different outputs, same 
standards. Rubric:
Content
Overall Flow
Engagement
Language

Grounded in UDL
• Universal Design for Learning (UDL)

• Create inclusive learning environments by 
designing for diversity

• Multiple pathways to success

• More engaging and effective learning 
experiences for all students

• Aligns with contemporary pedagogical best 
practices

Where you can start?
• Start small

• 2-3 choices for assessments

• Maybe even class activities

• Choice in lectures

• Big workload upfront

• Very well worth it

Choosing This 
Assessment For You

• Transferrable to other 
units

• Ideas

• Concepts

• Case study analyses

• Adaptable 

• Weighting

• Duration

• Means of engagement 

Student
developed

Communicatio
n

General public

Pharmacy 
placement

Students

Understanding

Lecture 
materials

Deeper 
research

Working with 
others

Creativity

Could choose:
Topic
Group 

members
Medium

Welcome change 
compared to regular 

group work

Highlight of the 
unit

Fun

Worth the 
extra effort

Fond 
memories

Long 
friendships

I strongly believe the major 
assignment was enjoyable 
and engaging as it allowed 
us to work creatively and 

collaborate as a team
- Student

I was able to use both an 
artistic and informational 

lens on my chosen format of 
a poster

- Student

The option to submit any 
piece… allowed students to 
express their creativity and 
gave us fun submissions to 

mark.
- Staff

The Origins:
Posters and pamphlets
Similar format

Diverse cohort

What about those that 
prefer to listen?

Storybook
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