Access Plans for VET Educators - Glossary

Access Plans
An Access Plan is the formal document used in education and training to detail
services, supports and reasonable adjustments and accommodations made
available to a student with a disability and / or health condition. An Access Plan
may also be known as a Disability Access Plan, Learning Access Plan, Learning
Support Plan, Individual Education Access Plan.

Inherent requirements
Inherent requirements are the fundamental parts of a course that must be met
by all students for them to be deemed competent; they are the abilities, skills
and knowledge students need to complete the course; removal of inherent
requirements compromises learning outcomes.

Reasonable Adjustments
Reasonable adjustment is a legislative term that refers to a measure or action
taken by an education provider to enable learners with disability to participate
in education and training on the same basis as learners without disability.
Adjustments must not impact the inherent course requirements.

Universal Design for Learning
Universal Design for Learning (UDL) is a framework to improve and optimise
teaching and learning for all people. UDL describes a way of teaching and
learning that is flexible and facilitates equal access for learners.

Assistive Technology
Adaptive devices that enable people with disability to access technical
products and services; they cover a whole range of tools from customised
keyboards and speech recognition software to braille computer displays and
closed captioning systems
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Educational Technology
Educational technology refers to tools—physical hardware or software—used to
facilitate learning, improve performance and assist learners; an example of this
may be the use of speech-to-text technology.

Disability
Total or partial loss of the person’s bodily or mental functions (The Disability Act
1992). Describes a person’s impairment of body or function, a limitation in
activities or a restriction in participation when interacting with their environment.

Disclosure
A personal decision to share information about disability, and the impact it has
on aspects of a person’s life, in order to determine strategies for support and
reasonable adjustment.

Equity Support Services
Equity Support Services in education and training are services, supports and
tools provided to ensure that students receive what they need to be successful
in their learning journey. Equity services usually include student services, disability
or access and inclusion services and supports, provisions of accessibility tools
and software, learning support, counselling services etc.

Individual Learning/Training Plans
An individual Learning/Training Plan is a document that outlines the schedule for
training a student will undertake and provides opportunity to document
progress.
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